LIBERTY UNION - THURSTON ATHLIETIC DEPARTMENT 
STUDENT PARTICIPANT DISPATCH

As a participant in one or more of the programs sponsored by the Liberty Union - Thurston Schools Athletic Department, you have a special opportunity for membership in a program where you can share in the excitement of team and individual achievement.  We issue a challenge to you to test your mental and physical talent through self-discipline and determination so you can have the ultimate satisfaction of knowing, “I tried and did my best.”

So that this membership can be of maximum value to you, we need for you to receive, understand, and return some very important information concerning your responsibilities that come with the privilege of participation.  This dispatch contains a variety of forms, some for you reference and some for the Athletic Department.

1.
Athletic Discipline & Individual Guidelines  (Issued to all participants by assigned coach / supervisor)

2.
Academic Eligibility Rules

3.
Attendance Regulations for Athletes

4.
Emergency Treatment Medical Form  (Authorization form approving medical treatment in absence of parents)

5.
Athletes are subject to the Student Code of Conduct as well as the Athletic Code of Conduct while in season.

SPORTSMANSHIP, ETHICS AND INTEGRITY

The Board of Education recognizes the value of extra-curricular activities in the 

Educational process and the values that young people develop when they have the 
opportunity to participate in athletics.
Participants and responsible adults involved in Board approved extra-curricular 

activities are expected to demonstrate the same level of responsible behavior at 

practice and competitions as is expected in the classroom.  The Board encourages 

the development and promotion of sportsmanship, ethics, and integrity in all 

phases of educational process and in all segments of the community, including 

administrators, participants, adult supervisors, parents, fans and support/booster 

groups.

Complete and return the forms to your coach as directed.

LIBERTY UNION ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

500 WASHINGTON STREET

BALTIMORE, OHIO  43105

862-4107

Dear Parent,

     
The coaching staff and administration are pleased that your child is participating in one of our athletic programs.  We offer a variety of high quality activities.  Our athletes must pay a participation fee of $80.00 per sport season to help offset the expenses of offering these programs.

     
All athletes must pay the fee.  The participation fee is due on the week of the first contest of each season.  The fee may be given to your child's coach and/or turned in at the high school office.  

     
We realize that there may be circumstances, which limit your ability to pay the fee.  In these situations, please send a note of explanation to the school with your child before or on the due date.  You may make partial payments and arrangements should be made through the Athletic Director's Office.  Working in the Athletic Booster’s concession stand prior to the sport season your child participates may reduce the participation fee.  Each time you work in the concession stand counts as $5.00 off your child’s participation fee to a maximum of $20.00. 

     
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  We look forward to a successful season.

Sincerely,

R. Scott Williamson

Athletic Director

Ed Miller






Hank Gavarkavich

High School Principal




Middle School Principal

File:  IGDK-R  

INTERSCHOLASTIC EXTRA-CURRICULAR ELIGIBILITY

Athletic Eligibility Requirements for Students in Grades 9 -12

There are two distinct academic eligibility requirements for high school athletes:

1.
“FIVE CREDIT RULE”:   OHSAA requires that a student must be currently enrolled in, and passing courses equaling five (5) or more credits in order to be eligible.  

2. 
“GRADE POINT AVERAGE”:  Students in grade nine must have a GPA of 1.75 or greater in order to be eligible.  Students in grades ten through twelve must have a GPA of 2.0 or greater in order to be eligible.

ELIGIBILITY PERIODS:  The eligibility period for the OHSAA “FIVE CREDIT RULE” is nine weeks in length.  Compliance will be checked at the end of each nine week grading period only.  

The eligibility period for academic “GRADE POINT AVERAGE” is four and one-half weeks in length (two eligibility periods per nine-week grading period).

Note:  The eligibility or ineligibility of a student continues until five school days after the end of the eligibility period.

INITIAL ENROLLMENT:  A student enrolled in the first grading period after advancement from eighth-grade must have passed 75% of their classes during the final grading period of the eighth grade to be eligible.

WAIVER OPTION:  If a student’s GPA falls below the established minimum, but the student meets the “passing five credits” requirement, the student may have a “waiver” for the next eligibility period, provided that the student and parent/guardian sign the waiver form, acknowledging the academic deficiency.  A student may have only ONE waiver per school year.

PRACTICE TIME:  A student who is ineligible may continue to practice with their team, but may not participate in contests or scrimmages.

Athletic Eligibility Requirements for Students in Grades 7 & 8 

INITIAL ENROLLMENT:  A student enrolled in the first grading period after advancement from sixth-grade will begin seventh-grade as an eligible participant.

ELIGIBILITY PERIODS:  The period of eligibility will be four and one-half weeks in length. (There will be two eligibility periods per nine-week grading period.)  The eligibility or ineligibility of a student continues until five school days after the end of the (four and one-half week) eligibility period.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:  A student cannot have more than one failing grade (F) and maintain eligibility.  For courses graded with S or U, S is considered passing; U is considered a failing grade. 

PRACTICE TIME:  A student who is ineligible may continue to practice with their team, but may not participate in contests or scrimmages.

WAIVERS:  There is no option for waivers for students in grades seven or eight.

NOTES:  

1. 
A student’s academic performance during the final grading period of each school year must meet the standards in order for him/her to be eligible at the start of the following school year.

2. 
The Eligibility Committee recommends a review of this policy after one year.

[Adoption date:

January 10, 2000]


[Revised:

June 14, 2004]

[Revised:

April 11, 2005]



[Revised:

March 12, 2007]
[Revised:

July 13, 2009]
ATHLETIC DISCIPLINE GUIDELINES

A.
General Rules:

1.  
Students must be counted present a half (5 periods) school day in order to participate in an event on any given school day.

2.  
Students must be counted present in school the day following an event in order to participate 
 in the next scheduled event.  The school principal may, at his discretion, waive this requirement.
3.  
The season is defined as the date of the first official practice through the date of the banquet.  
     
Extra curricular organizations will have to develop their own season.

4.  
Students must meet the academic requirements of the Ohio High School Athletic Association
and the Liberty Union-Thurston Board of Education to remain eligible to participate in any sport.
5. 
A student is discouraged from quitting a sport or activity.  A student who quits a sport can ask for a hearing to petition to join another sport during the same season.  A reviewing committee will be made up of the coach of the team that the student is quitting, the coach of the team that the student wants to join, and the athletic director.
6.  
There will be no dual participation within the same season within the athletic department.
B.
Behavior that may lead to denial of right to participate in an activity:

1. 
Any member of an extracurricular activity shall not smoke, use or possess tobacco products.

2. 
Any member of an extracurricular activity shall not drink or possess any alcoholic beverage regardless of the quantity.

3. 
Any member of an extra-curricular activity shall not intentionally use, possess, transmit,

    
conceal or be involved in any way with any mind altering non-prescription drugs and/or 

    
paraphernalia.

4. 
Any member of an extra-curricular activity shall not verbally or physically assault another player, coach or referee.

 
Penalty:

1. First Offense:  Denial of right to participate in one or more contest or a maximum of dismissal upon the discretion of the coach.  (DISMISSAL = NO AWARDS AND RECORDS STRICKEN)

 
2.
Second Offense:  Immediate dismissal.

C.
The following are also examples, but not inclusive, of behavior that may lead to denial of the right                                         to participate.  Penalties are subject to the discretion of the coach based upon severity of the problem:
  1. 
School Truancy.

  2.
Unexcused absence from practice sessions.

  3.
Unexcused absence from scheduled games or scrimmages.

  4. 
Use of profanity, obscene gestures.

  5.
Fighting, vandalism, stealing.


  6.
Breaking of curfews.


  7. 
Insubordination, refusing to follow directives of the coach.

  8.
Tardiness to practice or events.

 
  9.
Personal conduct unbecoming to the team.

  
10.
Violation of any general school rules.

11.
Postings on the internet which show the athlete violating an above stated rule.

            12. 
Any violation of the Liberty Union-Thurston Student Code of Conduct adopted by the Board of Education.

D.
Each coach will provide the team members a set of directives and guidelines pertaining to and                                        important to that sport.  Each coach will collect a copy of their rules, signed by the parent and student athlete.

E.      
Procedure:

All head coaches, or activity advisors shall publish those specific rules unique to their programs that are not covered by these general rules.  This published set of training rules or organizational rules should be filed with the athletic director and with the principal.  A copy of all rules in effect must be given to each participant at the beginning of the program or season to take home to be signed by the participant and the parent.  These signed papers are kept on file in the athletic director's office.

Due process procedures will be followed when excluding athletes from participation.

1.
All participants have been given previous notice of the rules under which they are operating.

2.
The coach or advisor shall hold a conference hearing with a student who violated the rules.

3.
When it becomes necessary to deny a student participation in an activity, the student will be given written notice that participation will be denied to him or her concurrent with notification of the reason/s for such denial.  This notice shall include the "rights to appeal" information.  A copy must be mailed to the parents.

4.
The student or parent has the right to appeal the decision of the coach or advisor, to the principal.  

5.
The decision of the coaches and advisors are subject to the final decision of the principal.  The final authority to deny a student the right to participate in such activities is reserved by the principal of the building.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENT FOR ATHLETES

A pupil must be counted present at school on both half-day sessions (meaning 5 periods) of the day on which an athletic contest of any type is held in order to be eligible to participate on the contest day.  In mid-week contests, a pupil must be present for the entire school day on the day following the game in order to be eligible for the next succeeding game.  Exceptions to this rule may be in event of absence for a field trip when accompanied by teacher, or injury, or illness when the absence is recommended by a physician or the building principal.  Penalty for violation of above provision will be the suspension of player or players for the next athletic contest following discovery.

When a parent/guardian feels conditions warrant a recommendation from the principal for a deviation from the above policy, the principal must be notified BEFORE 9:00 a.m. on the day eligibility is in question.  Parents may call the appropriate principal at home or at school.  

	Grades
	Principal
	School Phone No.

	
	
	

	9-12
	Mr. Ed Miller
	862-4107

	
	
	

	5-8
	Mr. Hank Gavarkavich
	862-4126


As the administrators, coaches and supervisors are concerned with the welfare of a student/athlete, permission for participation in an after school activity will be very limited when school day attendance is prevented due to health reasons.

Hank Gavarkavich

            

Ed Miller

Middle School Principal      

      

High School Principal
R. Scott Williamson

Athletic Director

LIBERTY UNION HIGH SCHOOL

500 Washington Street

Baltimore, Ohio  43105

Phone (740) 862-4107

Paul Mathews                
 

Name 








Superintendent

                              



Address  







Ed Miller





City  








High School Principal                  



Phone  







Hank Gavarkavich


        


Middle School Principal

R. Scott Williamson

Athletic Director

Dear Parent,

    
Liberty Union High School is no longer providing medical insurance for students who participate in athletics.   However, we do feel strongly that your child should be covered by a medical insurance plan.  Most of you have your child covered through your employer or other plan.  Please indicate this on the form below.  Athletic medical insurance is also available under 3 plans that cover school time activities and/or activities at home for this school year.

    
If you are interested in insurance coverage, please pick up the necessary form in the High School Office or Athletic Office.  The form and payment should be sent directly to the Insurance Agency.  Coverage begins the date the Agency receives payment.

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  
   
 We have insurance and do not wish to purchase this coverage.  The Liberty Union-Thurston Board of Education, Administration and Coaches are freed of all responsibility for medical insurance coverage.

Student's Name ____________________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian Signature __________________________________________________

DETACH THIS PAGE AND RETURNTO YOUR STUDENT’S COACH

(Please read and sign the back of this page as well)

    
These policies have been adopted by the Liberty Union-Thurston Local Board of Education and are applicable to all students who participate in any or all extra-curricular activities in the Liberty Union-Thurston Local School District.

   
 This paper must be signed by the student participant and one parent or guardian for the activity or activities he or she participates in.

   
 I have read the policies of the Liberty Union-Thurston Board of Education and do fully understand these policies.  ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RISK:   We realize there is a possibility that a child may suffer severe injury, including permanent paralysis or death, as a result of participating in athletic activities.

___________________________________________

                              



Signature of Participant

___________________________________________

                              



Signature of Parent or Guardian

___________________________________________

                              



Signature of Coach or Advisor

___________________________________________

                              



Date

DETACH THIS PAGE AND RETURN TO YOUR STUDENT’S COACH
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